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'fl.‘ha Scene of the Combat on
; Milk Creek.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD.)
Rawrins, W. T., Oct. 3, 1879.

Up to half-past ten o’elock this evening no
intelligence from the Thornburgh command Lins
been received. The awful silence at the front
indicates that the worst muny be expected, and
people here aequainted with the Iudisn char-
seter are awaiting with s great dresd news
from the agouey.

. Bettlers who passed the Merritt commaud to-
day report that he intended to reach the camp
of Lieutenant Price on Fortification Creck,
ninety miles from Rawlins, to-night. This was
the supply eainp of the Thornburgh expedition,
where Price and thirty men wero lett with sul-
aistence stores. If Merritt reaches there to-
might we will know the fate of this part of the
unfortunste command to-morrow.

MOVEMENT OF TROUPS,

- The troops which have arrived here up to this
time have all been pushed to the front. The
following troops have been ordered lere and
&re NOW eén rowle :—Onecompany of eavalry from
Fort Fetterman, one compuny of cavalry from
Camp Robinson; six companies of cavalry and
two ofinfantry from Fort McKinney. All the
transportation of the department of the Platte,
including pack trains, are moving teward this
pince. = e &

“@exieral Crook is expected here to-morrow to
take command. Major Bourke, of his staff, ar-
rived at an early bous this morning, and has
gone with the reinforeements to join Merritt,

GOXE TO THE FORT.

Captain Vroom, of Company F, Third eav-
alry, 110 men, and 120 men of the Fourteenth
infantry, under the command of Major Rryant,
with forty pack mules and twenty wagons,
moved this morning.

The mail courier arrived this morning from
Bnake River, but had no intelligence from south
of thut point. The earrier who brings the mail
to that place failed to make the connection.

BETTLERS' ESTIMATE OF THE UTE STRENGTIH.

The Utes have been muking purchase of am-
munition from traders in their vicinity for the
pnst threo months and are in eondition to give
buttle to the Merritt command. It is es-
timated by settlers who live near the sgency
and have come in  that they have
from twelve to fiftcen hundred warriors, they
haviug congregated there from the other two
Ute agencies. A man who escaped when the
Gordon wagon train was eaptured and burned,
says that the Utes told him two days before
the Thornburgh fight that they did not intend to
molest citizens but would kill all solidiers who
came to remove them from the rekcrvation, tusy
‘hlnliaving that the Thornburgh command had
been sent for that purpose.

y TROOFS THAT HAVE GONE.

The following troops, with transportation,
have left here up to this time for Mearitt’s coni-
mand :—General Merritt, commauding expedi-
tion; Lieutenant Comwpton, Mgjor Summner,
Lieutenants Sweot, Hall and Weir, of Merritt's
stafl; Licutenants Bourke und Schayler, of Gon-
erul Crook’s staf; Dr. Dewitt and oue assistant
of the medieai stafl; four companies of the Fifth
cavalry; one company of the Fourth infantry;
from Fort Ruossell; four companies of the
Fourth infantry from Fort Sauders; one com-
pany of the Fifth cavalry; one company of the
Third envalry fromn Fort McePlerson und four
companics of the Fourteenth infuntry from
Cump Dougloss,

Captain  James Gilliss, depot quartermas-
ter wt Choyenne, las wsrrived aud nssumed
charge of that depurtment. Six compuanics
of the Seventh infantry, from St FPaul,
left  Ommha  yeswrday, and  will  arrive
here te-night,. Merritt bas six days’ half forage
with him. Forty thousand pounds of grain nnd
subsistence stores started for his oommnnd this
morning.

¥0 NEWS FROM DODUK'S COLORED COMMAND—
A OENEBAL DELIEF TaAT 1T HAS BEEN
WIPED OUT—THE LAST LETTER FROM
MEEKER'S FAMILY—ENIINE OOXFIDENCE KX-
PRESSED,
(DY TELEGRAPH TO THE HEBRALD, |
Drsver, Col, Oet, 3, 1870,
Adyiees from Georgetown, reccived tosnight,
report that the coneh from Middle Park arrived
ou tiwe and cmne throngh unmolested. The
Utes Lave fired the timber all along the

Rabbit Ear range ond northern boundary of
Mididle Park.

The whereabouts of Dodge's colored com-
mand, which left Hot Sulpbur Springs, in
lldglh Park, for the agency lnst Friday, is still
unknown. The opinion of the Purk people is
that the eompauy has been wiped out by
Indinns.

Couriers were sent furward from Georgetown
to-day to useertain the public sentiment, which
here is strongly in favor of » State campaign.
The State companics are on the nlert for
orders to move. Tonight Governor Pitkin re-
ceived o telogram for a thousand rounds of
needle-gun cariridges from the Pitkin Guards,
in Auray eounty, which is near the loeation of
the Uncompuhgre Uutes, and the telegruan would
seewa to indieate trouble.

THE LAST LETTER FROM MEEKER.

A telegram from Greeley, Meeker's home, says
a letter from Mecker's fawily was veceived
there laust wight, written Sundny night,
postmarked Monday. They say *all are well
andl o8 safo a8 you are in Gree-
ley. No Indimns  lave removed their
women and childeen,” This lotter was
written the day after the fight and does not
agree with the scout’s version of affairs nt the
agency. ‘The opinion here is that Meeker aud
all the agency people are killed. } :

ARRIVAL OF GENERBAL CROOK AT OMAHA—OGREAT
ACTIVITY IN THE MOVEMENT OF TROOPS—
THE GENEBAL'S VIEWS ON THE OUTBREAX
AND THE SITUATION OF PAYNE'S COMMAND.

[B¥ TRLEGRAPHE TO THE HERALD.]
* | OMany, Neb., Oct. 3, 1870.

General Crobk, commanding this department,
returned from'Chisago this worning, where, in
company with General Sheridan, he has been
p:n.uilu" ‘the Indisn eampaign against the Utes
in Colorado. . Immedintely on his return he pro-
ceeded to Fort Omsaba aud the department cor-
val, and o maltitade) of orders regarding the
movements of troops snd concentration of sup-
plies’at Rawling were issued.. The mont impor-
tant+of these orders instructs three companies of
the Sixth cavelry, now en roule fromRmk Creek
to MoKinney, to return and proceed to Rawlins,
while three companies now at McKinney are
also ordered to Rawlins, together with two com-
panies of infantry. These ‘troops, your cor-
respondent was iuformed at headquarters, will
be sent at ovce iuto the fiedd to moke the cam-
paign “‘short, shawrp and decisive,” and to pun-
ish the Indians. The amount of telegraphing
which has been necessary st thispoeint to perfect
imngamenh for this campaign has been sim-
ply enormous. Al appearances indicate that
the government has on hand an undertaking of
no mean dimensions. General Crook will leave
for Rawlins at noon to-morrow to conduct the
campaign in persgn, Both his aides, Lieuten-
auts Jolin G, Bourke and Walter 8. Schuyler,
are already on the ground.

PROSPECTS OF THE BELEAGUERED TROOPS.

A despateh wa ed Tiere last night from
Rawlins which stated that a runch had ar-
rived from a point in the peighborhood of the
position ocenpied by Thornburgh's command.
This man atates thut on the morning following
the day of Thornburgh’s death rapid and con-
tinuous firing was heard in the direction he had

1 + The runel hurried from the eoun-
try, and as no couriers have yet come many be-

lieve Thornburgh's command is wiped out. A

prominent officer at hendquarters of many

years’ experience in Iudian campaigns still
maintaius that the command will, judging from
the information received and tho Indians' known
method of fighting, hold their position nutil Mer-
ritt reaches them. With wagons, dead horses
and earthworks, which could be thrown up in
the night, and which the command certainly hiad,
no old oflicer will asdwmit that they are not yet
safe. With General Merritt's known dash aud
vigor it is believed he will resch them to-night,
as he arranged to travel continuously, and will
make one stop of about two hours, removing
suddles and harnesses to allow the mules to roll
and secure water. It is believed the first infor-
mation, unless by courier, from Captain Payne's
commaud will be reccived at hesdquariers on

Sunday.

The two companies of infautry stationed at
Fort Omahs bave not yet been ordercd out,
though, nceording to the officers’ talk, they are
simply held to relieve other companies in the
winter compaign, which is believed certain.

ISTERVIEW WITH GENERAL OKOOK,

Your correspondent fi 1 General Crook sit-
ting in frout of the Withoell House to-night,
looking eareworn and ssd.  He said he had no
later information from Thornburgh's command
and no reason to believe it had boen massaervd.
The Arapahices were up north and no more
with the Utes than he was himsolf. IHe coun-
sidered it by mo means ecertain that Meeker
and his friends are wiped out. If they
had  gained the Dblock house o few
whitea could head off any number of Indians
with arms and smmunition. The Indians never
attack where they are certain to loso some of
their number, nuless they have more ai stake
than in this case. He believed the only Indians
interested in this outhrenk are the White River
Utes, numbering S00, of which perhaps 300
are fighting men. The eoncentration of u lurge
boily of troops at Rawling would be necessary
to proteet that part of Colorado. If ouly 100
hostile Utes were out it would be necessary to
fullow them up und seoure them to render the
frunticer sale.

Upon being asked if the withdrawal of such
large bodies of troops from the Northern posts
waos not somewhat visky, Geneenl Crook said
if the Indinns were in the mood for an out-
break the preseuce of s fow companies made
little ditference, though thers is no danger nt
present of an outbreak of Iudinns at any north-
ern point. glle bad never informed himselfl par-
ticularly in regard to the nature of the Utes,
they not being in his department.

Friends of Captain Paul Vandervoort, of this
olty, clief clork of the rallway mail service,

who is with General Tyner's party, are in re-
ceipt of information which assures the sufety
of the entire party. }

N0 XEWS ¥ROM THE FRONT—ORIGIN OF THE
OUTHEEAK AND THE BESPONSIBILITY—THORN
BULGH'S ORDELS—ACTION ©F THE INDIAN
OFVICE —GENERAL SHERIDAN ON OUR INDIAN
WALS AND THEIR CAUSES—GENEGAL POPE'S |
BEFOLT,

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE HEBALD.]
Wasmisaros, Oct 3, 1870,

Up to midnight there has boen nothing recoived at
the War or Interlor dep tufrom the Utte coun-
try. Tho opinion is that there will be no news before
Sunday. Fears ave entertalued for the satery of tue
company of the Inth cavalry, under the
de of L Dodge, which had

been god In breaking up the Indisn
atores and driving the wandering Indisus
buck to the agency. At the Intorior Depurtment the
offieiuls mre busy to-night scheduling all the docu-

eamp. Iam not ted with any of tho Utes,
and of eourse they will not converse with a stranger,
But T do know they were in our vieinity when these
fires wero started in the s sud there had been
3o hunters around or we suould have kuows it be-
eantss the mining camps are thoelr market for meat,
Abont tho guantity of timber aud graging land

| burned over i canuot give it tn acres, bus it 18 im-
| mense,
| tlils date b growing more fleree overy day, Nothiog

It can only be measured by mniles, and at

BOW can stop it but & storm of rein or snow. Veey

| respecifully, J, B. DONALDSON, superintendont.

Ufilcial ¢opies of thess pepers were forwarided to
the Assistant Adjutant Goeneral on General Sheridan's

stall for his informatiou by Geueral Pope, and by |
General Sheridan to the Adjuiant Genersl of the

Army, under date of September 20 and September 25,

As aiready sald it was not nntil yesterday that coplea

ware recoived st the Interior from the War Depart-
ment. ’
MAJOL TUHORNBURGH'S ORDRLS,

All of the accounts received of the progress of

Maujor Thornburgh toward the White River Agency

| followed. No other nation in the world would hava
attumpted  the reduction these  wild tribes
anl  cccupation of thelr country with loss
| thay sixty or soveuty thousand men, whils
| the whole foree employed and scatiered over the

ouormous reglon never nimbered tourteon thousand | ) oo,

wen, sod usarly ope-bird of this force has beeu

confined to the fue of the Rio Grande to protect the

Mexican frontier, The cousequenco was that every
1.

i e was atbe
i No guur-

¢ ! wus o f
wilh & loss of lafe npparalleled in warfare,
tor was given by the savages, sud the officors an
wnn bl to enter on their duties with the most bar-

barous cruclties nu;ring thei in the face in ceseof | o

deteat,

Nor was this mistortune coniined to the soldier.
It extendod to the settior, who wis himself killed or
came home to son lis wite aud ehildrea murdered
| amid bis wtock stolen.  Suck, in wath, has been the
| eonlesi on our Western troptier during the last ten

of wixty or seventy thousand men had been 1
wined, aud, worsover, the blood of galant oib-
cers, soldivrs and citizens would not ave pested on
our hands, This, then, was the first cause ol our
Ludian ward., They would bave oeourred no mstter
[ what course or policy the goverument t bave
1 1, We could not deprive thess primitive

Agree in saying that st the oritical t, when
the danger of attack was inevitable, he was advised
tosct promptly apd repel the spprowching In-
dians, He s quoted wsa saying that his

1 were  such  that be could not order

ments and lotters boaring npon the gement of
the Ute Indisns. Becretary Schurz will srrive to-
morrow, and it is ubderstood he will st oned pre-
pare s statement showing that the outbreak was uu-
provoked so0 far as the conduct of lis de-
partwent I8  coucerned, The oattempt by the
civil suthorities of Colorado to arrest Indlans
upon their reservation, it is understood, will Lo 'ss
signod a8 ono of the for embittering the

an attack without subjecting himself to » court
martial in tho event be should aurvive the vneage-
ment whiclh was certain to follow.
Adjutant Geueral's Bureau have seurchied the records
in vain to find any orders cmanating from the War
Departinent that would have warranted any such
instructions. On the 16th of September tho official

lieation was made by the Imterior Dupartment

Utes agninst the govermment authority. This, in
connection with the invasion of the reservation by
prospectora and oibers, tho sitemps to introduce
agricultural pursuits and tho fxilure of Congress to
mauke tho special appropristions for the payment of
Innds tuken from tho Utes, will be nesigned as prob-
ablo eauso for the recont outbreck,

’ AT THE THLLAN OFFICE,
. At the Indian Office much anxiety 19 felt for tho
salety of Ageunt Meeker and the other whitea at tho
sgenoy, rospeeting whom nothing has yet been
heard, In adluding to the efforts which have been
mude to create the impression that the outbreak
was ina degree owing to the failure of the Indisn
Office to act upon certain reports which were for-
warded by the War Dopartment to this buresu it
was atated that every itom of o bad been
prowptly taken up and the Jary !
prevent as far os possible . an . outbresk. The
first intlmstion reeaivod of sny trouble among
the Utes wss on July 5 lnst, when Genersl Pitkin,
of Colorado, telegraphed the scting commissioner,
in which be guotes from s leiter of Indian Agent
Meeker, dated July 2, then just received, snd con-
tinues:—
S P m gl e adsmudir 3 Fore Bracth:
puye no atteution to bis reveated requests to keep
the Indians where they belong. He says that Chief
mu}m..m synt scouting partis to recall his
bands. I have no information whether they have
started nome or not, The Utes have burned more

timber in the last fow weeks than the white sottlers
had cut in twenty years,

Agent Meekor had ulso advised the Indian Office
that the Indians had left thelr reservation and were
burning large tracts of timber in the North and Mid-
dle Parks. -

ACTION OF THE INDIAN OFFICK,
. On July 9, Commissioner Hoyt tulegraphed Gov-
ernor Pitkin that the War Department had been re-
quested to seud troops to bring the Ules back to
their reservation. Ou July 7, a telegrim was sent to
Agent Mocker to take immediste steps to sécure the
return of the Indians to their reservation, snd

that, under the direction of tho Secretury
of the Interior, he was autborized to
call on the miilitary forces for assistance

if Lbe found such ald necessary. The earliest report
on this question received from the War Department
waus on August 15, and its general tenor wns more
calculated to produce the impression that the trou-
ble bad been overvstimated by the Indian Burcsu,
rathor than to suggest impending dangers of a seri-
ous outbresk. It was well kuown by the Duresu
that the Indisns had rouasced the Ire of settlers in
muny instances by the destruction of their
property by tho fires kindled to drive the game
to mome partioular spot wsnd  that
threats had " been made., The cominuuiestion
from the War Departmont, received August
15, contatned a number of seports which exonerated
the Indians, and stated sbhat though they had Killsd
a large quantity of game it was mot believed that
they bod Kindled tho forest fires. In tho faco of
these statements, however, the Commissioner re-
ceived & lotter from Mr. J. B. Thompson, who re-
sides in the vieinity of Middle Park, stating that the
Utes were burniug timber and property near him
and threatening to bura his property.
APPEAL TO THE STATE AUTHOIITIES,

Again, on the 13th of August, Thompson eom-
plaiued of further dJdepredations, wsod ed-
vieod the Department thst he proposed to
msoertain  if these Indiama wuere not amen-
able to the Stato laws, It s  stated that
Thompson wse sdvised that the Btate Courts had no
jupsdietion in the reservations, but that an elfort
would be made to seoure the identiffeation and ar.
reet of Indians, In which cvent they would be
turned over to the eivil suthorities for punish.
ment, Instructions to this end were sout to Agent
Mecker, It is known that Thompson, with a Sheriff
and posse went to the sgemey to muke the arrosts,
but could not find the Indians compladned of. Sub-
sequently another communication was received
from Thompson, in which bhe complaiued of the
view taken of the damage done to his property Ly
the Indiasn Burcau. His letter closed with the fol-
lowing significant language :—

Unlesa the department takes immediate steps to
punish the Indians who have dosiroyed my proper
aud sttempled to burn my house I will tuke suc
steps 10 tho matter as will attract immedisto atten-
tion.

It s belleved that the efforts of Thompson and
other settlers to secure the punishment of these
Indians was the prime enuse of the outbreak which
the Indian Office and the War Department had used
their utmost exertions to prevent.

COMMESFUNDENCE LEGARDING THE MATTER.

In this councetion the tollowing correspoudence
{8 turnished by the Interlor Department, copies of
whielh were not rocelved by the Acting Secrelary of
the Interior until yesterday :—

HTATE oF Coromano,
Exxcorive DEFANINENT,
. Lixsves, Sept. 16, 1870,
Major Genoral Jouw Pore, Fort Leavenworth, Kun, :—

My Dran Spi—I have the honor to enclose here-
with a conmunieation from N, . Mecker, Indian

ent ot thw White liver agency, In which he dotuiis

¢ loclings of the Utes at that point, and desires

mo to conler with you for the purpose of wecuring
at least oue hun troops for the protection
of the agongy. 1  alvo enclose herewith a
copy of a leteer Just received by Major 4.
B, Thompson, specisl agent of the Geners! Land
Offios, 1u charge of the government timber of the
Htate from J. B, Donnldson, superintendent of the |
International Mining Company at Hans Peak, in |
Rouart county, detalling what ho knows in rolution
to the torest lires now burning iu that locallly.
< 1 recoived ¥ iny your pateh advising mo
that a company of eavalry nad beon ordered to pro-
oeed ut once to the White River sgency. Your lettor,
concerning the disposition of the Utes, I presuwine
will resch me to-tay.

FREDERICK W, PITKIN, Oovernor,

United Statos Indian Serviee,
White River Ageney, Col., Sopt, 10, 1879,

[Here follows acopy of Agent Movker's letter, in

serious |

which he dotails the cbjections of the Indians to Lis

ploughing and the feot that one of his plonghmen |

Liad been abot at, alroady published in the Henarp. |
THE FORENT FilEs,

INTRENATIONAL CAME, HANS Piax,
Rouett county, Col., Sept lu, lh?\'.l
Jnt':n B, Tuosmisos, Special Agont Geuneral Land

OUMee :—

Dxan Hin—Your favor of the 6th is recelved, The
forest dre that began poar Seod Mountaius early in
May last bas beon burnivg cver sinee and bas
finally enbminated, sfter sweeping over all that
wection  of eountey, I o grand  attock
ou our minlug property on Steing Ridge, sweopiug
all befvre I8 and ing us ver i expenise Lo
keep 1t ont of this enmp,  Destdon, 1t {8 now sweips
g everything betore it wlong the Hue of our seven-
teen miw diteh, on whioh wo have soveral miles of
fluming. The fro is so hot and the smoke s so
denso that we cauuot resch many of our flomos Lo
Know ab present how wany of then are  de-

stroyed. It any are lefe 1t will be nothing short
of n mirscle.  Thousands of seres have been
burned over, and who oun when it will

atop, Our sawmill and timber, I thionk, wey go nn-
louss wo ot riin or suow wiihig the next theeo days,
We keep mon night and dey battling It where wo
onn, but man is sl powor W sleh o ilo-
structive viemont whon once sot in motion, Frank
Minmnn saked the Utes whon o was on Spake River
why they set the timber on five 1n onr section, and
they replied "Ly order that thelr ponies could
travel; now too mueh timber,” Jim Baior, tho
weoit who Mves vu Sonke Hiver, wae out with a
surveying party amd says tho Uten started s fire in
the thnber lu two differout places not Iar from thelr |

for troops, which resalted in the sending of Major
Thorvburgh with three companies of cavalry and oue
of intsntry to the White River Agency. The Adju-
tant General telegraphed a verbatim copy of the let-
ter recerved from tne Aeting Scerotary of the In-
terjor to Genersl Sheridan, who communiestad the
samo, through his Assistant Adjutsnt General,
Whipple, to Geuerul Pope, commanding the
Depurtment of the Missouri, Whon the or-
der renched Genernl Pops he kpew that
there must bLe some mistake about It, as
tha force under him was (oo remote from the
agéucy to Lo effective, if immediate action was to be

Oflleers of the |

g:oplu of thelr howes where tney bl lHved in bur-

ruts contentment for centuries without war, And

the only thing strange about thess wars was the

man and plod by tho go to

meut them., .
THE BECOND CAUSE OF OUTDREAKS,

The seoond outbreak of Indian hostilities is eaused
in this way :—After ho has lost Lis country aad
fluds 1 e pelled to in on reservations,
his imiis elrcamscribed, bis opportunitivs of bunt-
iny abridgod, bis guane dissppesring, sickoess in his
Lodge fromw change of Lo snd food, and insutBciency
of the latter, and this irregularly supplied, the re-

| flecsion soming to him of what he was and wihat ho
| mow is, whue pinched by buuger, creates a
| foeling of dissatisfaction which in the absence of &

warpsth again snd unsrmed poople are killed, sot-

good stroug toree of soldiers starts him out on the | feet

4 canyon of a

orow, and invited to proceed to the agency with
an excort of but Ave men. Thorsburgh refused, re-
mumbering the fate of Colonel Caoby in the Modoc
war, aud o the worning ordersd an advance of all
The rosd s now an ascending one and
follows the courss of the stream to the northwest for
about three miles. It then trails over a
divide or bigh range of hills. Descendiug the
skl brook, @ loeslity known
a8 Morapiz by the Utew, is resched, and
the ecanyon of apotber small stroam an
sbrupt turn 80 the South cscurs, This stesam I8 8
tributary of William's Foik, sud fowing uorth is in
& beautiful canyou. Saundstoue rocks with stesp
Incline rise abruptly on either side to G0

yours, It would have been less u;-ommuaumr | feet or more. The bottowm s usrrow and
e

conlned. Losving this streaw snd contiouing te
the south, after erossing u Lill, the road passes to
the side of sud aloug the base of the sandstone eliffe,
Beyoud this a high divide, with loug sud steep
slope, 18 passed, the sumit being over elght thoue
sand feot, i

MILE CEEEE CANYON—THE FIGHT.

*Tho deacent leads directly to Milk Creck, so called
from the whitish appearance of its waters. [t was
at thia point that the signs of bostile Indians were
firat discovered by the keen eyes of the scout, Rine
kin, aud hence the place, which was subsequently to
be the seene of the short but disastrous combat,
merits deseription. At the polat where the road
crosses the oveek is the norgthern line of the Ute
reservation, spd twonty-five miles from the agency,
on White River. Milk Creck s not more than ten

wide and but four inches deep, Its
d timber {8 a few cottonwoods. It

tlements are broken up, farms are ab d nud
geweral contnsion exists, To prevent or even ueed
the calamity which may oconr we are entirely un-
preparsd, for without ezposing other important
points we can colleet togetber but a few hundred
wen, For lnstance, ot Fort 801 and viclolty to meet
the Kiowss, Comancles, Apaches and others located
iu the Indian Territory, numbering thres or four
thonsand, we huve not more than thres hundred
effective men, At Fort Hewo to guard the Cheysunes
sl Arapaboes numbering five or six thousand, we
Lave not exceeding two hundeed effeclive men, At
Hed Clowd Ageuey, whore there sre at least six
thousand Indisns, we havo only two cow panies, snd
could not iu ten days collect over five or aix hun-
dred men. At spotted Tal's we bave only two com-

les. numbering 119 men, and 1t would tuke two

taken. Ie at ouce returned the order to G \
Sheridan, who sent it to Genersl Crook, coinmund-
ing'the Department of the Platte, and whose forces

be ruphily concontrated at Fort Stocle, What
o Genernl Crook gave Major Thoruburgh are
n.lﬁwwn to the War Department.

o GENERAL ORDELS GIVEN.

Adjutant General Townsend says:—

OF late years it hns been tho general order of the
Departuent tu sending out specinl expeditions to
cantion the officers sgainst procipitating nn eugage-
ment with the vonwing Indisns, The nature of the
Indmn is such that he Is provoked at the slightest
wxhibition ol rorce, and when & military expedition

chullonges the warlike proclivities of the
Indian it  fuvarisbly follows that the War
Departmout has  an lun war on  its

h_xind.a. Henee the abundance of cafition urged upon
nll officers not to fire upon Indisns merely becauss
they are tound away from their agency or off their
reservatioun. lu this case Major Thornburgh sp-
puats to bave scted as a cautious, obudient officer
would, His instructions were to proceed to the
agency. Ho had already met s number of the ehiefs,
sudi trom all he saw, he had hardly sny reason
for supposing that the Utes intended hostile scts
until he was tuce to tace with the danger. Besides,
wae have but one statement thet Major Thornburgh
did not tecl Justitied o scsing a8 8 prodent officer
sbonid have doue under the cireumstances. It is
the fote of our army to be put in dapgervus places,
snd I ikink the gencral sentiment of the public is
with us in domyg all woe can to svold unuecessary
sucrifice or lite.
TIE REQUEST FOR TROGPS,

The following is the letter of Acting Secretary

Bell which was tel hed to G 1 Sheridan:—
DepranraestT or THE INTERIOR, Sept. 15, 1870,
The Houorible SECHETARY oF Wan:—

Sik—I have the bonor to invite your attention to
the enclosed copy of o letter of this date from the
Qomuissioner of Indian Affdirs, with epclosure
therein noted in relation to insubordination ot the
Indlaus nt White River » Col,, in ssksanlting
and driving the agent, N. <. Mecker, from his
pgoney. In view of the wtate of affuics iu sadd sgeney,
a8 communicated, I respectiully request that the
commundant of the uearest military post muy be
instructed by telegraph to detail o sulicient guard
for the arrest of such ol the In as may be
found implicsted in the diswurbanes, and that the
ringléaders be held as pri until the ter has
becn thoroughly investigated. Very respectrully,

== A. BELL, Acting Secresary.

- LETTER OF THE COMMIBSIONKR.

The letter of tue Commissioner of Indisn Affairs

upon which the ubove was predicated is as tollows :—

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
UFFICE OF INDIAX AFPAIRS,
WASILNGTON, Sept, 15, 157U,

The Honorable THE Sycukrany oF Tun INtemon:—

Sii—I bave the bonor to trausmit herewith copy
of u telegram, dated 13th lust,, from United Ststes
Agent N, O, Meeker, or the White Hiver Agency, Uol-
orsido, who stutes that e Las beeu assaulted by n
leading  Indian  chiof oamed Johuson, foresd
frow bis bouse sud badly (ujured, but was rescued
by his employés, and that they are in danger of
lostng their lives and request profection. I respects
fuily recommond that the maiter be reterred to the
Honorsble Beoretary of War, with the roequest that he
cutse the pecessary orders Lo issto to the comman-
dant of the uearest military post to thoe
agency to  detsil a  suflicient npumler  of
troops to arrest such Indian chiets s wre insube
ordinate and enforee obadience to the requireiuents
of the sgent and sord him such protecuon as the
exigeney of the case requires; also that the ring-
lenders be heid as prisouers until an investigation
can be had, Very respectiully,

weaks to coliect all the troops we could wuster—and
they would not nuwber more than five or six hun-
dred ive moen—while tbhe lodisos num-
ber not  less  than  seven  th d. And

winds and turns, being crossed five times by
the road, The cauyon thréngh which it runs is nar-
row and tortuous and confined by steep hills, those
upon the western side rising sharply to 500, 600 and
lower down, 1,000 feet. No better glm for an am-
buscade could bo imagined. Keeu eyes, as has been
noted, discovered the tact that hostile Indians Hued
the heights along this death trep. The wagons were
corralled, and the scout led tho advauce guard,
with which was Major Thornburgh, over a trail for
horses and lighe vehicles that mak through
the hilla and joins the wagon road below Milk
Oreck esnyon, They hud not proceedad far before
the Indisns discovered that the woldiers hsd not
hed iuto the trap they had laid and out of

80 on &t points  where there are Indisns
and agenecies, and ot other strategical points, The
number of troops is insiynificant, and if outbrenks
octur, a8 I fear they will, the consequences wonld be

appuling.
NOT HALY ENOUGH TROOPH.

And T desire to warn the General of the Ariny that
wu have not half the troops required to meet thesy
anticipated  troubles. Now  that  the game
upon which  jthe Indisus depend  for
thoir regular supply of food is pgone we
shall require n groater supply of
with perfect regulsrity in its issue, to meet the
needs of these people, together wilth & strong
snd  stable goverumeut, backed up by a
sutficient number of soldiers to entoree & spirit of
obedience and to keep thesy restless savages within
the limits of their rescrvations. .

E MEASURES OF LELIEF.

It will be seen trdm the foregoing that it is my be-
lief that in accordance with our ideas of progress
the first war with Indisuns is inevitable and cannot
be prevented, but thut second wars are within our
control and we are responsible for thew, aud that
the responslbility rests on us, first from our injudi-
cious treatmen tjund seeond from want of o sufficient
forea to control and render the I submissive
to suthorily, and L[ bave no Lesitation in sayivg
that after the flrst troubles, which arise from
tuking away from the Indian this countey, which he
believes to be his birthright, kind treatment, ad-
winistered with steadiness and justice, wonld re-
lieve our Western frontier of all its appalling hor-
rors ariglug from lundisn outbreaks. lieve that
with trestment of this kind the Indisn cen be ro-
deemed and mwade gelf-supporting sud iu an ineredi-
bly short period of time, too, a8 compured with the
opinions usually entertsined by the general public,
and 1y opintons are sustained by a knowledge ac-
quired from an jntimate association with the sub-
Ject in all its phases tor the last twenty-four years,

REPORT OF GENERAL POFE.

Following the report of General Sheridan comes
the report of G 1 Pope, ding the Depart-
went of the Missouri, in which the Ute reservation
is located. By mistake tho requoest ol the Interior
Department for troops to be sent to the White River
agency was sent by Assl t Al . @ 1
Whipple at Chicago to G 1 Pope, when it should
have been sent to General Crook, cummanding the
Department of the Flatte. The agency bémng in the
very northwestern part of General Pope's depart-
ment, it has boen found necessary, oun the ground of
cconoiny, to draw troops from the Depart-
mout of the Platte when required for an
emergeney. When the order to send forward troops
roached General Pope he promptly seut it to Gen-
eral Crook, and at the same time wrote to the War
Department that be was more than ever convinced
of the wisdoin of Lis recommendationd last year for

a further consolidation of the Ute agencies, and

report, Ho says on the subject of the cousolidation
of the Ute agencies:—

The Utes are established at several agencles in
Bouthwaestern Colorado, far distant from sud vory
diffieult of communiecation with esch other, It s,
therefore, extromely difficult to Keep the enngrauts
protectad against these Indians, 1t haw lonyg been
my beiief, sud I bave urged it upon the suthoritics,
that every interest, both of the Indisu Daresu aud
War Department, would Le promoied by consoii-

E. J. BROUKS, Acting Commisal .
GENLEAL SHERIDAN'S REPORT.

General Sheridan, in lis lest annual report to Gen-
erul Sherman, alludes to the insignifcsnt force un-
der hla command to carry out the Indian policy of
the governmont. After desoribing the area of terri_
tory over which they bave boon allowed to roam,
the prodigal provision of uature in_creating vest
herds of Duffalo, with clk, autelope, deer and other
large game, Lo says:—

This thus brieily stated wus their condition in
this vast extent of country about ten yoars ago, and
this was good envugh for aud satisfied the wants of
tho savage, while constant feuds among thewsolves
wave than aotive occupation, as war wias their only
prolussion wud Lhu{ disdained work. They bulleved
that ail the region | bave describod belougoed to thewm,
aud our  Indion policy sckuowledyed their right o
the country and what it coutaiued. But, siss for
the puor savage! along came the niuetdenth contury
progress, or  whatever it may be culied, to
disturh their happy condition, The while wen
ecrowdsd onu to the grounds of the Indians sad made
cucroachiments ou Lis rights, which uwo government
could stop. Our headiul of soldiors was ot st
sent to protect the ludians, but suel attempis wers
powerless, The govermmoent mode treaties, pave
presvats, made proudses, unone of wihich woere
bonesuy tullilied, sud, ke all origioal trestios

with Indlsus In this couniry, they were the
first ips in the process of  develop-
ing bhostlaties,  The Ludian  beeawo  jealous,

He  mde in Lis  stmplicity  blind  bargains,
Ho began to see his lanids wrestod from his posses-
wion, bls berds of Builalo, which be bobieved the
Groat Spirie had given him, rapidly diminish, tho
wik, deer and autelopo Kildod tor the warket by
the sportsinn sod widey seattored by both, sid Las
rude nature, alike to elvilizod nature under similar
conditions, naturally rebelled,  He commenced war,
war as b hnd boen secustomed to wake it sud mon,
womon and children, intrudors upon his soil, wero
Killel, mo diflerence being mude botween  the
innocent or guilty, the sred or anermed.
The government  fodowed up  theso  wetw of
liostility with an sriny too smali to intimidate or
aven puoisll, and slter yoars ot strogglo the ludians
south of the Pacitic Railrosd and down to the Gulf
of Mesico, lueluding the Cheyennes, Arapalioes wnd
Kwwas and Comanches, were toreed on o reservas
tions ut Forts Siil apd Beno in tue Iondian Territory
by the conntant haimering of sn inndeguate force,
EMPIHE'S NESINILERS MARCH,

Only & bresthing spell intorvened when the same
Blile of festless coagration was attrseted (o the
Northwest, The Blaek Hitls contamped gold; the
valloys ot the Bouth Cheyeune, Delle Fourele sad
Yellowstone sod along tho castorn slope of the  Big
Horn Mounteius iayvited the agewalturist while the
upper Wwble lawd country preseubed (e Goest gree-
ing rauges lu the world., The northern herd of
bufslo bad tattened upon them for huudreds of

yoars oand I8 was  too  mueh for the  wave
of  emigration to withstand and  the  inva-
spon of  this  eountry commenesd. War with

Lhe Sivax followed, snd when 16 ended the connoey
wis lost o these ludisus, and those wio did not
flow the country to biritish Awerica found them-
pelves conlined to & reservation embracing the
poorest of all this extonsive region, with sguueios
on the Miksourlk River, with tho exception of the
Red Clowd bund of Agallalias and the Spotted Tall
band of Mrule Swux, whose agencies are now
on White Ikiver, Nebraska, w»o ilst In 1877
the  prest  country  reforred  to, whioh in
1500 belonged  to  the lodisus  sud  extended
from  the Moo of  the British  possessions
o the noeth, apd almost 1o the Gt of Mexico on
thie pouthy, bl passed into the bauds of the whites
with the exeeptions ot the lmited reservatious
wnsignod b0 the lidians, sod with uo compensation
Leyomd  the prouwdss of religlous  lastruetion,
sehiculs, supplies of food and clothing and an oppor-
tunity of loarming the ways 1o whieh the white men
eultivated tho gronud, most of whideh prowises have
never beew fullilded,  In otber words, we tuok sway
their  country  wid  their mesus  of support
Uroko b thelr modis  of Lving, inteodueod
dinease nuil decky smoug them, sud 18 was (ot this
and sgainst this they mado war, Could any one
expeck lusa? Then why wouder st Inding difbenls
tien?  These wies gt have bosn reparded us -
evitable, aud, theretore, s sulliclent number of sol
diors suould ave been provided to nfet thew; but
16 wis ot dowe, and honoo the futal results which

¢ these soveral agencies  futo  owme,
and establishing the consolidated wsgency at
some conveuient, suilable asud BoCessi-
ble loeality., If wueh locality could be

found so ns to be) as far as practicable, to one
side of the routes of travel into Southwestern Colo-
rado, to which section a heavy emigration has been
setting for several years, and at the same thos em-
brace a section suitable for Indian occupation, but
p ting no att fons to miners or prospectors
for gold, and the Indisns could be transterred to it
and kept thers by the use of mixed persuasion and
force, a i y tl t of altivs with
the Utes would be aceomplished,

ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL TYNER AND
PARTY “‘SAFE AND SOUND."
Wassisaron, Oct, 8, 1870,

Third Asaistant Postmaster Goneral Hazen received
a tolegrum this morning from the Postmaster at
Cheyenno stating that Genoral Tyner and party are
all safe; that they wore aboat 150 miies from tho
sccnie of the Indisn battle. This afternoon the fol-
lowing telegram was receivoed at the Post Ufllee De-
pariment ;—

Lanasie Crry, Wy, T,, Oct. 3, 1870,
Postmaster Goneral Key, Washingron :—
We are bero sate aud sonud; have seen no Indisns
nor had sny trouble, I will be howme next woek.
JAMES N. TYNER, :
z P

GENHURAL TYNEHR AT LARAMIE CITY.
Curyryse, Wy. T., Oect. 3, 1570,
P ! Tyver aud party ar-
rived at Laralo City this morning.

THE BCENH OF THE FIGHT ON MILK CREEE—
THE ROAD FROM RAWLINS TO THE AGENCY-—
POSITION OF THE WHITE RIVEKR UTES LAST
TEAR-—A COUNCIL, WUHERE THEY SALD,
SPEACE, BUT XO SOLDIKRS."

In Septembor of last year a commisslon, suthor-
fzed by Congress to proceed to the Ute Nation for

Asniatant Poat G

meut of cortain lands, visited Colorado. ‘Lhe tract of
territory docided was that forming an “L™ & d

that ho should renew them in his fortheoming | less than twenty-five ponies. All bave good

which not one could have cscaped alive. But the
saviages wore ably led, and while one body crossed
the bills to confront Major Thornburgh another
body made u dagh between bim and the wagon truin,
The Indlans in his front began firing, but fesring
the wagons would be lost, he faced about and ore
dered a chafe over the road he bad come. On this
rush he fell, with thirteen of his men, twenty-five
besides beiug wounded. The remainder gained the
wagon train, where they mude sn intrenchment out
of the wagons and tho bodies of the horses and
mules killed in the fight, There they are waiting
the help that Greneral Moerritt is hurrying forward.
The battle occeurred on Mouday., Tho relief cannot
roach them before to-morrow, using the grestest ex’
pedition, Can they hold out for six days?
THE UTES A YEAL AGO.
From Mr. Stickney's letter to the Ute Commis-
siopners, under date of N ber 27, extracta are
made below, which will throw light upon the con-
dition of things at the White River Agency » year
ago. The agency was then in its old quarters, the
removal referred to being since sccomplished.
ME. STICEXEY'S LETTER.

After riding in tour days about two hundred miles
we reached the White Liver Vi and the Indian
sgency. The agent, Mr. N, C. Moeker, received us
very cordislly, snd introduced us to the scanty
guarters aud poor fare of the agency bosrding
Louse. Wednesday & council was convened, und, as
s result, I have tho pleasare to submit herewith the

written cousent of most of the chiefs and head
men—viz., thirty-four in number, to “whatever
14 nes and W pramtricdd

position the Cap . M W
muy make” of the southern sud wostern strips of
thoe reser vation.

WANT PRACE.

The Indians were very friendly, snd wished the
Great Fathor to distinetly understand that they (the
White Hiver Utcs) do not want to tight nor in
way inour the displessure of the whites, In regard
to the lste murder in Middle Paek, thoy disclalm sl

Wash + Who was present st
inst it, but
lﬂ-z!i o

i

to have sdvised Piah

| was disregard bas
turned to the agency. If he could be mng'lnul
punished by the government suthorities the effect
on the Indi would uwng ionably be for the
best, and would have n tendeney o prevens an early
repetition of the erime.

WULL OFF INDIANS,

The condition of the Wlhite Iiver Indians and
sgricultural capavcity of thewr couutry seem to
bug letle known vutside of the agency sad its viel
age. The S:Qi;ihtm:’tll;lbuf tlu!iunpl :ud G"‘:g
Liver buan: r wappearing, and they
call themselves "?m River” Utes, The chief na
ionger hos sbsolute suthority, but scts only in sos
wr&mo witin the will of n majority of his coum
They aro sl well oft—hardly an Indian :

murder, el
s

cillors,

i

tn abundauce of smmanition, Gowe is p
and the Indiuns are rich from their hmuﬂ;"rm
huut outside the reservation, going two,

four hundred miles north, pi Ting o keup their
own game intact until the rest is gone, They also
own i common 1,500 head of oattle, trom whicn herd
the boet 18 supplisl. Noue of these csttle are sup=

‘ll,‘wu] to be killed without the conseut of the %
e White Biver Valley I8 so mild 0
well  protected in that the Lherd

wixteen les of  the

ean  prage  withio
whole season. This
Yt ( £

present agency during the
is thie place to which 1he H
Indisn Affairs has orderod the rewoval of the sgenoy.
‘Lhere the valley is wider, and the fall of the river
#o great that irrigatiog ditches are being easily com=
structod, sud » tall of mixty feet for milling pus
poses can be secured. The ageut s already
up the ground, aud bopes to obiain & whest erop,
ol least, LY LOXE BERRGL,

FINE FARMING COUNTRY.

The settlors on Sneke and Bear rivers regard this
valloy as tar superiorto their own and better adapted
for grazing snd sgricultural parposes than sny other

art of this country. All secmied 0 coneur tost s

cast five thousaud lndisns could be supported there,
the wgent, s professiopal farmer, claiming that he
csn support 10,000 people in that valley and it
subsidiarios. He  also wsays, “This White
River rauge on the ressrvation is unequalled
lir the West, aud it possesses the great advans
tage of not being trespassed upon by any othes
herds, a condition that diminishes the rof hurds
ing and reduces the losses LY estrays sod stealings,
This range bas & money value of at loass §50,000,
There is uo section comparable with it south of the
| divide between White aud Grand rivers.” This

O

country scems much  better for
cultivation than  the Uwncompabyre Valley.
It les wouth of the wountasin  reanges,
wiilch  protect it from the extreme cold;

it is fully as uear a railroad, about one hundred and
seventy-fve wiles over a good nstursl road, and is
wull regioved from the settlers. Should it bo thought
best to consoiidate the Los Pinos with the White
Liver Agenecy thare cortainly would be ne dificalty
in wuppiying them; the Woite Rivers probably have

| nut wore than four hundred, certanly less than five

the purposs of procuring the ecssion to the govern- |

bundrod, aud your honorable body has alresdy
approximsted the number in Ouray’s baud as sbour
one thousand, wakiug o total of, at most, oue thoue

| sand five bundred Indisas,

|

THE COUNCEL,
Licutenant MeCauley, in bis valuable sccount of
the same jonrney, refers Lo the council alluded to im
Mr. Stickuey's lotter s follows:—

At tho I a fuil rey of the chiefs
anid bead mwen were present, “Uhey rogarded st fest
with p the d presented for signs=
ture, stating that the lanus referred to belo: o
obher tribos, and that 1o them they had no interest,
evidently fear.ng there wus some “esteh’ in the
matter. Tho paper first prepared they rejocted, sad
a wocond one, written by Mr. Meeker, their agent,
was torn up by Jeck, cue of the head cliets, tor
which, nowever, he aflerward avologized. r
long, repented and full expiansti thoy wigued the

the Han dusn  mining region, and ecomprised
| over & million seres. To sccomplish this it was
pocessary to obtain the consout of all the tribes,
Hoenee Me. W. 8. Stiokuey,s, t
slon, and Lisutonant O, A, H. MceCanley as escort
| and ongluneer, wore desputehed to the White River
Ageney to  procure the siguatures of the
Iudisns  there, They siarted from Rawlins
in & buckboard, and made the
of 18 miles to the old ageney buildings
in four days, In dolog this they made sevoral “cut

By 1 1] hing it is possibio thet G 1 Mor
rith, now on his way to the relief of Thornburgh's
command, may gqual this time; Lut with 8 wagon
treain 1t will boMittenlt. Tho romd is & faiely good
oue for that kimd of country, but in severnl places
high mountaine havo to be erossod and steep descents
made, As thowo foanilisr with tho far Westora rogions
nre aware, the rosds, where possibie, run along the
river bottoms, aud as the latter In the mouattain sys-
tema of the West aro gonersliy enclosed between
high hills, thoe dangers of an advance through & hos-
tile conntry can be spproclated, On the road
soath  from Hawlines, the Spake and Bear rivers
are wucecssively crossed,  Fiftoen miles from the
latter William s Fork, s tributaey of the Dear River,
is wot.  Hore, 19 miles from Kawlins sud forty-five
miled trom the White River Agency, Major Thorn.
Lirgh wis visited In esmup by & party of Ine
disus, howded by the maleoutent ehist Cal

Yy to the in- |

jonrney |

offs," thus shortening aud hastening the journey, |

| paper desired, wishing soveral things evideatly sod
clearly to be understood :—
| First—Ubjeciions to the name of Iguascor &
fmg, lest it might be thonght thst Wis claims for sue
romacy  were scknowledged, tribal wemes only
| dng used,
| Secomd—Diselaiming sgainst the recent outbreak
| in Middle Park sud the resulting bloodshed, the In-
| dimns ougaged in which belonged to the Uncom-

pahyre Agoncy.
Fourth— hoir emphatic dosire for pesce and that
no soldlers shonld ve sent there,

As fequested, & copy of the following paper was
| taken Lor trensmission to the commissioners, and &
copy seut 10 Getoral Pope, commanding Departmens
of the Missouri, st teneral Crook, commsnding
Departisent of the Pistte,  [ts expression sud adops
tion was cailod forth by the killing gof an lodisn i
Migdle Park, and the murder, lu rotaliation, of 8
sottivr there 1 —

Warse Hovkin Ackscy, Col, Sept 8, 1879,
I To tirk Peorts o Cotorabo axn WrosiNg —
L e prineipal elilets suid toadmen of the Ute natlon,
eouncll assomilied thi v owt Wilie River Ageuvy, sen
the following messige —

That ey deelare 1t thelr intention to eontines on the
mivsk Erlendly terms with the whites everywhore, and thas
iy protost sgninst sny oarves making or csasing
| euliy botw i the wiites sud ‘I\T‘Ll\.ﬂn.‘ .
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